“An introduction to the Indian Electoral System and Voter
Participation” in our Democracy Work

Credit Course Syllabus

One Credit Elective courseto be made available for all undergraduate and post graduate
studentsin all faculties

(Hybrid mode- online and offline)
Introductory remarks

1. SPPU has already introduced a mandatory extra credit course on Democracy, Elections
and Governance for al first-year students of all faculties.

2. The proposed course by the CEO office can therefore become an add on (supplementary)
course to the above-mentioned course

3. We suggest that it should be introduced as an ELECTIVE course and should NOT be

made mandatory (Our collective experience as teachers about mandatory coursesis that

they remain notional for students and students do not see these courses as enjoyable/
interesting).
We suggest that the course should be of One credit instead of Two.

It should be introduced as a new certificate course available any student of any faculty.

The award of certificate at the end of the course will potentially attract many more

students to the course.

6. It should be taught in a hybrid mode. The classroom sessions of the course could be
taught online and the practical / hands on aspect of the course could be conducted offline
(mainly with the help of the NSS unitsin colleges where students are willing to take up
this course)

7. Introduction of the proposed course as an online course will have many added
advantages as it could be offered/ made available for students from other Universitiesin
Maharashtra. The EMRC Pune could be used as a nodal agency in framing and
implementing the online course.

8. Asper the UGC norms of the CBCS (Choice Based Credit System) One credit courses
need fifteen contact hours of teaching and learning. These could be divided as mentioned
below. Of the total fifteen contact hours, seven hours could be devoted to online
classroom sessions (theory part) and eight hours could be given to the practical/ hands on
aspects of the course.

9. The course assessment should not be undertaken in the conventional mode of written
examinations. Instead, the assessment should be based on fieldwork/ reports of
fieldwork/ practical work about strengthening democracy and enhancing participation in
electoral process.

o &



“How Does our Democracy Work?: An introduction to the Indian
Electoral System and Voter Participation”

Objective:

1. To introduce students to the nature of Indian democracy and the main features of the
Electoral Systemin India.

2. To help them understand the role of Election Commission of India and the office of the
CEO.

3. To introduce students to the various platforms instituted by ECI for increasing voter
registration, voting percentage, and strengthening democracy.

Module 1. Understanding the electoral system & progsses
(04 Lectures)

Main Features of the Indian Electoral System

Voter registration (Enrolment) / Special Summary Revision
Electoral processesand ICT

Journey from ballot paper to EVM & VVPAT
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Module 2. SVEEP (Systematic Voter’'s Education and Ectoral Participation):
Process & Philosophy
(03 Lectures)
a. Ethical & informed voting

b. Electora literacy platforms: ELC, Chunav pathashala & VAF
c. Challenges & initiatives for strengthening democracy

Module 3: Course related fieldwork and Assignments (08 contact hours)
Module 3 will consist of any of the following projets/ assignments

a. To register at least 25 eligible voters in their repective constituencies

b. To make voters aware about the deletion of namesdm voters’ list in order to
update the voters’ list and help them fill up the @plication form for the same in
person (25 voters)

c. Creating posts on social media for advertising voteregistration in the electoral
roll, deletion/ corrections in the voters’ lists, pecial summary revision programs

d. Creating and actively leading the Electoral literay club in their colleges,
organizing programs on issues related to electiongthical voting, democratic
empowerment.

e. Leading initiatives on fair poll at the college leel

f. Organize programs related to elections, ethical vatg etc in coordination with
the BLOS of the respective areas.

g. To observe and inspect whether Voter Awareness Fonmu has been set up at
Government offices, NGOs, Corporate companies in threspective areas.



h. To conduct surveys in villages/ localities/ housingocieties on registration of
voters and encourage registration process/ help witthe updates in voters’ lists.

Note: Students who opts for this course would be considered as interns in the office of
the Chief electoral officer, Maharashtra or offices working under this office.

Internship: - For Interested Students.
Period: - One to three months.
Place: - Electoral Registration Office, District Election Office, Chief Electora Office.
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