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CC151_9 Family History and Documentation  

(कौटंुिबक इितहासा¸या नŌदी व दÖतावेजीकरण) 

For Semester II / III / IV  Credits: 2,  Marks: 50 Total hours: 60 hours 
(Note: This co-curricular course can be selected by the UG students in ANY ONE SEMESTER 
(II / III / IV) and evaluated for the same as per the convenience of the college/institution. Any 
faculty should work as a guide and mentor for the activity.) 
 
Course Objectives: 
Family history forms an important dimension of historical studies by focusing on the experiences of 
individuals, families, and communities. This course introduces students to the systematic study of family 
history through the use of written, oral, material, and visual sources. It emphasizes methods of 
documentation, oral history techniques, and ethical research practices. By integrating local history, 
genealogy, and micro-history, the course enables students to develop practical research skills, digital 
documentation abilities, and a deeper understanding of social and cultural continuity. 
 
Course Outcomes (COs) 
After successful completion of this course, the students will be able to: 

 Understand and explain the concept, scope, and significance of family history, genealogy, and its 
relationship with local and social history. 

 Identify, classify, and critically evaluate various written, oral, material, and visual sources used in 
the study of family history. 

 Apply oral history methods and interview techniques to collect authentic family-related data 
while following ethical standards of consent and confidentiality. 

 Develop skills in documentation by preparing timelines, family trees, and systematically 
organizing and preserving historical data using traditional and digital tools. 

 Produce a well-researched family history narrative or documentation project using appropriate 
writing techniques, references, digital archiving practices, and ethical guidelines. 

 
Unit 1: Concept of Family History (कौटंुिबक इितहासाची सकंÐपना) (Öथािनक इितहासाशी संबंध) 

 Meaning and scope of Family History (कौटंुिबक इितहासाचा अथª व ÓयाĮी) 
 Family History, Genealogy, and Micro History (कौटंुिबक इितहास,  व सूàम इितहास) 
 Importance of Family History in Social and Cultural Studies (कौटंुिबक इितहासाचे सामािजक व सांÖकृितक 

महßव) 
 
Unit 2: Sources of Family History (कौटंुिबक इितहासाची साधने) 
A) Written Sources (िलिखत साधने)  
 



 Family chronicles and genealogies (कुलव°ृांत, वंशावळी) 
 Birth, death, and marriage records (जÆम–मÂृय–ूिववाह नŌदी)  

 Land records, property deeds, wills (जिमनीची कागदपýे, इनामपýे, इ¸छापýे)  
 Private letters, diaries, legal documents (खाजगी पýÓयवहार, डायöया, इÂयादी) 

 Biography and autobiography (चåरýे, आÂमचåरýे) 
B) Oral Sources  (अिलिखत साधने)  

 Oral traditions and family narratives (मौिखक परंपरा)  
 Memories and recollections of elders (आठवणी, कथा, आ´याियका)  
 Family traditions (कुलदैवत व धािमªक परंपरा) 

C) Material (भौितक व ŀÔय साधने)   
 Old photographs and albums (छायािचýे, जनेु फोटो)  

 Houses, ancestral homes (घरे, वाडे, समाधी, देवळे)  
 Manuscripts, artifacts (दािगने, हÖतिलिखते, वÖतू) 

 
Unit 3: Oral History and Interview Techniques (मौिखक इितहास व मुलाखत तंý)  

 Interview methods and questionnaires (मौिखक इितहासाची तßवे व ÿĳावली)  

 Audio - video recording techniques (ऑिडओ–िÓहिडओ मलुाखती)  
 Ethics, consent, and confidentiality (नैितकता, गोपनीयता व संमती) 

 
Unit 4: Documentation and Archiving Methods (दÖतावेजीकरण व जतना¸या ÿिøया)  

 Collection and verification of data (मािहतीचे संकलन व पडताळणी)  

 Chronology and timeline preparation (कालøम व कालरेषा तयार करणे)  
 Construction of Family Trees (Genealogical Charts) (कुलव±ृाची रचना व वंशावळ)  

 Classification, indexing, and preservation (वगêकरण, सचूीकरण व संवधªन)  
 Digitization, scanning, and digital archiving (िडिजटल दÖतावेजीकरण व सबंंिधत ÿिøया) 

 
Unit 5: Writing, Presentation, and Preservation (लेखन, सादरीकरण व जतन)  

 Techniques of writing family history (कौटंुिबक इितहास लेखनशैली)  

 Referencing, citation, and bibliography (संशोधननŌदी व संदभªसचूी)  
 Preparation of family history books and albums (कौटंुिबक इितहास úंथ / अÐबम)  

 Digital repositories and cloud storage (िडिजटल अकाªइÓह व ³लाउड Öटोरेज) 
 
CC Activities: 

1. This is essentially an individual project throughout the semester. Mentor should guide the student 
as per the need and supervise the work. 

2. Students should read about methods of family history and documentation. 
3. Students should try to gather as much written information, documents, photographs related to 

family and organize them neatly.      
4. Students need to talk family members and relatives informally and gather as much information 

possible. It should include places they lived, migration history, spread of family, occupation, 
socio-religious practices, modern professions, etc. 

5. In-depth and structured interviews of elders and family members from different generations 
would help.  

6. This should be a systematic and well-planned endeavour pursued in a timely manner. This may 
improve familial communication of the students and strengthen their bonding.  



7. Good written and pictorial presentation of the family history should be submitted for evaluation. 
A copy of file should be kept with the student. 

8. If there are sizable number of students pursuing this CC course collective presentation may be 
organized at the college level. Family members of the students may also be called on such 
occasions.  

 
Reference Books – English 

1. George G. Morgan & Drew Smith 
The Genealogist’s Guide to Researching Family History 

2. David Hey (editor) 
Family History and Local History 

3. E. H. Carr 
What Is History? 

4. Historiography (editor) 
Tarasankar Banerjee   

 
 सदंभªपÖुतके – मराठी 

1. इितहास लेखन शाľ – िकशन सनेुवर , एन.जी. भाþे 
2. महाराÕů समाज आिण सÖंकृती डॉ.अ. रा. कुलकणê  
3. सÖंकृती – इरावती कव¥  
4. मराठी िवÔकोश सपंादक – तकª तीथª लàमणशाľी जोशी  

 

Evaluation: 
Evaluation should be done internally by the concerned faculty. Following metric can be used for 
the evaluation. 

1. Efforts for data collection & quality of data   10 marks 
2. Interviews and field visits    10  
3. Writing style and presentation of data  10 marks 
4. Evaluation of final project     20 marks 

 
 
 


